
Hello from New Jersey!

We honor all that has brought you 
here—courage, vulnerability, and 
curiosity—in exploring adoption for 
you and your child. We recognize and 
honor the gravity of the decisions you’re 
considering. We hope that the following 
stories and photos give you a glimpse 
into the love, family, and home that we 
wish to share over the lifelong journey 
of adoption. We welcome you to contact 
us with any questions and concerns as 
you move through this process, and 
we’d be happy to talk more if it feels 
right for you. Thank you for being here.

Andrew & Tiana



Riding the streetcar in Hong Kong on 
a trip to visit Tiana’s cousin

Time to trick-or-treat with Andrew’s 
son Santino in Michigan

Tiana greets her friend
Katie’s son, Liam

We met in 2011 on a blind date set up by Andrew’s 
friend. We officially tied the knot in the summer 

of 2018, and now we’re beginning our first adoption journey to 
expand our family. We’re fortunate to have a close relationship with 
Andrew’s son Santino, his mom, and her husband. We have worked 
hard to build that bond with our “blended” family and we’re hopeful 
that when we adopt a child, we can also work toward a strong and 
respectful relationship with the child’s birth family so that she or 
he can experience as much love as possible. We are both driven 
to make positive changes in the world through our careers: Tiana 
is studying holistic medicine and plans to open her own clinic, and 
Andrew has spent more than a decade making healthy food more 
affordable and sustainable. We’re dedicated to our work but we have 
flexible schedules and sometimes work from home. To stay balanced, 
Andrew meditates and goes running in a nearby park. Tiana finds her 
peace cooking or spending time on our rooftop patio. We can’t wait 
to take our future children with us on trips so that they learn and can 
empathize with people who practice different cultures and ways of life.

our Story

“Andrew is best known among his friends and family 
for being focused, determined, and reliable. While he’s 

all of these things, what really attracted me to him was how thought-
ful and adventurous he is and how he pushes himself to always be 
better at anything he does. Andrew is also an amazing father. Despite 
the distance, he has managed to build a strong relationship with his 
son, Santino, by visiting him about 8 times per year in Michigan and 
doing weekly FaceTime calls. He and Santino’s mom, Joyce, have 
worked as a well-coordinated team to raise Santino and make joint 
decisions as parents. Although it’s hard to be present as a parent 
from afar, Andrew helped Santino build better homework habits by 
working with him to set up a daily schedule and called him every 
day after school to implement it. They have a favorite tradition, too: 
every Halloween, he and Andrew dress up as a hero-sidekick combo 
and go trick-or-treating. At home, Andrew is an awesome partner. I 
know that Andrew will be a devoted dad to whichever child joins our 
home. He’ll always be looking out for them, teaching them what’s 
important, and of course, showing them how to prank me.” —Tiana

“Tiana is best known among her friends and family 
for being engaging, animated, and supportive. Every-

one who meets her seems to adore her. I admire Tiana’s daily com-
mitment to making the world a better place. Tiana is predisposed to 
sacrifice herself for those in need, whether that’s a homeless person 
she meets on the subway, or the tenants in the buildings her compa-
ny owns. I also admire her artistic ability and her craftsmanship. She’s 
a talented writer and painter. One time, I came home to an apartment 
floor full of copper pipes and a pipe cutter. Tiana had decided to make 
wind chimes. She scoured YouTube for instructions and made a set of 
perfectly calibrated wind chimes. Tiana has also become a great step-
mother to Santino. Early in their relationship, she built a bond by in-
dulging him with her playfulness. She encourages him to conquer ob-
stacles (monkey bars, trees, his first hike up a mountain). She pushes 
him to be an independent thinker and develop his own beliefs. Over 
time, their relationship developed as one of mutual respect and affec-
tion. I can’t wait to be a full-time parent with Tiana. She’s going to be 
a fantastic mother and great teacher.” —Andrew

meet Andrew

meet Tiana



Andrew’s parents, Santino,
and Santino’s mom and
stepdad in Michigan

Hiking nearby our
home with Santino

Andrew cooking shepherd’s 
pie at our New Jersey home

Tiana enjoying  
her new home office

We live on the top 2 floors
of this 3-story house

Christmas with Tiana’s mom and 
brother Taylor near Orlando, FL

Hiking with Andrew’s 
parents and Santino

Andrew’s family after protesting
in the Climate March in Washington, D.C.

With some of
Tiana’s cousins

Tiana’s family gathering at her 
aunt’s house in Kingston, Jamaica

Our Family
Family is super important 
to both of us.

Tiana and her younger 
brother, Taylor, grew up with 
13 cousins from their mom’s 
side. Most of them now live in 
and around NYC and the rest 
are in Virginia or Florida. We 
visit them often.  Tiana also 
has family from her dad’s side 
who live in Kingston, Jamaica. 

Andrew grew up in northern 
Virginia as the only child in 
his house, where his parents 
still live. He spent a lot of time 
with his cousins growing up, 
and he’s also close with his 
aunt (mom’s sister) who also 
lives in Virginia.

We also love our Michigan 
family, which includes Santino, 
his new brother, his mom, 
her husband, and Santino’s 
maternal grandparents. We 
visit a few times each year 
and we’re so grateful that we 
have a loving and respectful 
relationship with all of them.

We both started working from home when 
the pandemic hit and suddenly, we needed 
more space than our old apartment in 
Manhattan could offer. In late 2020, after 
16 years for Tiana and 12 years for Andrew 
living in our beloved NYC, we made the leap 
and moved to Montclair, NJ 35 minutes away.

We chose this town for its diversity, 
walkability, and sense of community — all 
the things we adored about NYC. So far, 
we love it! We’ve been exploring nearby 
parks and downtown areas and are looking 
forward to warmer weather when we can 
plant a vegetable garden and enjoy our 
first backyard in over a decade. Tiana also 
recently became part of the local mutual aid 
network to contribute what she can and to 
connect with neighbors.

Our Home & Neighborhood



1-800-982-3678     1-800-98-ADOPT

Thank you so much for taking time to learn a little about us. We hope that what we’ve 
shared helps paint a picture of who we are, our home, and our village of friends and 

family who will welcome the child joining our home. Wherever you are in your journey 
or whichever decision you ultimately make, we can only imagine the courage and love 
for your child that it takes to look at adoption profiles like this one. We wish you peace 
now and into the future. We are happy to answer any of your questions or concerns as 

you weigh your options, and we’d love to get to know you more if you’re open to it.

www.friendsinadoption.org/andrew-tiana

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS FAMILY
This is a preview of our adoption profile. Please visit our complete online profile, 
where you will be able to find many of our pictures and read more about us:

Scan the QR 
code using your 
smartphone or 

tablet to access 
this online profile.

Thank You

RESTAURANT 
OPERATIONS

BILLY JOEL,
HIP HOP,
CLASSIC ROCK

SEAFOOD,
HAMBURGERS,
AND ANY DESSERT

PLAYING TENNIS, 
READING,
WATCHING SPORTS

THE BEACH,
A SHARED MEAL
WITH SPECIAL PEOPLE,
AND PARIS

REAL ESTATE 
MANAGEMENT

MOTOWN,
SOUTHERN
BLUES ROCK,
LIZZO

PUMPKIN
SOUP,
PLANTAINS,
SEAFOOD

TRAVELING,
LISTENING AND
DANCING TO MUSIC, 
BEING OUTSIDE

OUR ROOFTOP PATIO, 
JAMAICA,
MY FAMILY’S HOUSE
AT CHRISTMAS

Andrew

Tiana

OCCUPATION HOBBIES FAVORITE PLACES FAVORITE FOODS FAVORITE MUSIC


