
A heartfelt hello from Katelyn and 
Stephen, in upstate New York! 
We are humbled that you would take 
the time to explore our adoption profile. 
Throughout its pages we hope it provides 
a window into the life we’ve created 
together. While we can not fully know 
your situation, we respect you exploring 
your options. As you navigate this 
complicated decision, we are thinking of 
you and hope that you feel empowered to 
make whatever choices are best for you 
and your child. We can not wait for you to 
get to know us, and we are excited by the 
possibility of getting to know you too!

Katelyn & Stephen



Both of us grew up in a small town outside of Rochester, NY. We met
during high school, were friends for a while, and started dating at the
age of 16 years old. Halfway through high school, Stephen’s family

moved to North Carolina. For the next seven years we dated long distance.
Katelyn would visit Stephen in NC during the cold NY winters and Stephen
would visit Katelyn in NY during the hot NC summers. In 2016 we finally
ended our long distance relationship, by getting married and starting our life
together in the Saratoga Springs, NY area. Katelyn works as an engineer and
Stephen is a high school special education teacher. Since being in upstate
NY we have enjoyed spending time outdoors exploring everything this area
has to offer and attending the local seasonal festivals. In 2020 we bought
our home in Ballston Spa and spend much of our free time in our kitchen,
living room, and back yard. Through our church and jobs we have gained
a supportive community for game nights, cookouts, and even moving into
our house during a pandemic. Our relationship is based on communication,
respect, and grace. While we will always be growing in those things (hence
the grace) we strive to offer them to one another and those around us.
We believe that family is where you are fully known and fully loved.

“Katelyn is the person who makes my life better. She brings a smile to
my face every day. Her dance moves and singing along to songs in the
car are always entertaining and shows the joy that she tries to cultivate

in the little moments of life. Katelyn is passionate about the projects she
takes on and the people she cares about. I remember first learning this
when we started dating long distance. After I moved to NC, Katelyn sent a
letter in the mail sharing her feelings with me and talking about dating long
distance. This convinced me to pursue it and I am so grateful that she was
willing to be bold enough to take a chance many might not take. Another
way she shares her joy is baking for others. This is one of the best ways that
she shows love, and anyone can see her own happiness in the time spent
thinking about what to make for someone, preparing it, and then giving
it to that person. Over the years I have also realized that one of Katelyn’s
best qualities is her organized mind. She shows this in her line of work as
an engineer, but also in our life where she plans our vacations and trips.
Overall, Katelyn thinks deeply and cares about everything she does, whether
that is her interactions with someone or an activity we are pursuing together.
She serves others with love and shows me love everyday.” —Stephen

“Stephen prioritizes his relationships with people. He loves getting together
and learning more about them. He is the type of person that remembers
what someone he talked to was struggling with or had coming up in their life
and actually follows up with them about it. Some of the things that bring life
to him are being outdoors with friends or family, grabbing a morning coffee
with one of the guys, eating with his lunch group at work, and talking to
his students about life. Stephen is a high school special education teacher
whose job fits him perfectly. His patience and empathy equip him specifically
for this line of work. He enjoys the opportunity he has to get to know his

students and help them grow into their full potential. I can hear the joy
in his voice over dinner as he tells me about the progress his kids are
making and the talks they have had that day. Stephen is much more
spontaneous than me and I’m always grateful for the times he takes me

outside of my routine. Whether it’s joining friends in doing something the
day of or taking an unplanned adventure to somewhere local just the two
of us, he brings extra unexpected fun to our lives. I know that as we grow
our family and schedules become even more prevalent this characteristic is
something that will become even more valuable!” —Katelyn

MEET KATELYN

MEET STEPHEN

THIS IS Us



Home: In 2020 we moved into our three-
bedroom ranch house in Ballston Spa, NY. 
Our favorite parts of our house are the 
partially wooded backyard and openness 
of our main living spaces. The house 
automatically gave us the impression 
as both an oasis in the suburbs and a 
natural place for gathering. We have 
a generationally diverse neighborhood 
which has gained even more young 
families since we moved here. One of 
our “must haves” when looking for a 
home was that it be in a good location 
for family walks and bike rides. Our 
neighborhood is not only pedestrian 
friendly, but also is connected to a nature 
preserve with a pond and trails. The area 
we call home is full of seasonal festivals, 
fair grounds, ski mountains/resorts, and 
historical places we love to visit.

Community: When we think of 
community we picture people. All the 
friends we keep in touch with, the 
people we walk through life with, and 
those that surround us throughout our 
days. Both of us have friends that we 
stay connected with. This piece of our 
community is deeply rooted in our lives, 
as we’ve experienced self discovery and 
big life moments together. A big part 
of our community over the past years 
has come from our local church. We 
are heavily involved in the ministries 
there, both individually and as a couple. 
Weekly we gather with our church small 
group, which is a multi-generational 
group of people we can dig deep into big 
questions with, talk through decisions/
struggles with, and live life with.

Family: Our families have helped shape 
us as individuals and influenced the values 
we have as our own family team. We are 
grateful for their support, which we can 
always count on. Most of Katelyn’s family 
lives in western New York State. We 
typically see Katelyn’s immediate family 
every couple of months (here or there!), 
take vacations with them every few years, 
and try to visit extended family once a 
year at one of the holiday gatherings. 
Stephen’s mom, dad, and older brother 
all live outside of Raleigh, North Carolina. 
While it may seem far away, his parents 
being retired means they can typically 
visit at least once a year and we try to 
visit them every couple years as well.

OUR HOME, COMMUNITY,
AND FAMILY



1-800-982-3678     1-800-98-ADOPT

www.friendsinadoption.org/katelyn-stephen

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS FAMILY
This is a preview of our adoption profile. Please visit our complete online profile, 
where you will be able to find many of our pictures and read more about us:

Scan the QR 
code using your 
smartphone or 

tablet to access 
this online profile.

Thank you for taking the time to explore our 
adoption profile and get to know more about 
us. If you would like to know more, feel free 
to reach out. Above all else, we hope that you 
have peace in whatever decisions you make.

OUR GRATITUDE


