AJ & Matt

Greetings from Westchester County, NY!

We are AJ and Matt, a loving and devoted couple excited and ready to welcome a child into our
family through adoption.

We are truly humbled and grateful that you’ve found our adoption profile and are interested in
learning more about us. We can only imagine the courage and strength it takes to explore adoption
as an option for your child, and we understand it is a deeply personal consideration and decision.

Our lives are built on the core values of love, support, and respect, and we are committed to
extending those values to you if adoption becomes part of our shared journey. Should you decide
on adoption and choose us to parent your child, please know that we believe in creating an open,
compassionate, and understanding relationship with you, honoring your role in this process and
supporting you every step of the way.

-AJ & Matt



About Us

We met ten years ago in what became
our favorite restaurant in the windy city
of Chicago. AJ had just moved to the city,
and Matt was contemplating a move from
the suburbs to the city. It was on this first
date that a mutual love for delicious food
and homemade ranch dressing sparked
an instant connection. The date lasted for
hours, and we both ended the evening
knowing there was more in store for us.
Over the last decade, our relationship has
blossomed, rooted in shared values of
kindness, adventure, and laughter.

We have experienced adventure together,
which included opening a coffee shop in
Chicago, an additional master’s degree
for Matt, and a move to New York City in
early 2020. Throughout our time together,
we have made sure to prioritize not only
our love for one another, but also the
laughter we share on a daily basis.

AJ, working in higher education, and
Matt, a passionate elementary school
principal, share unique perspectives (and
laughs) about the field of education.
Many of our conversations revolve
around connecting the elementary
school experience to higher education.
We both take pride in knowing that our
work has a direct impact on creating

a seamless learning continuum where
students’ experiences and skills are
nurtured to support lifelong learning and
academic success.

We are thrilled about the opportunity to
adopt a child because it represents the
realization of our lifelong dream to build

a family filled with love, laughter, and
endless support. We commit to providing
a safe, nurturing home where a child can
grow into their unique self, surrounded by
unconditional love and encouragement.
Adoption is our chance to share our
values, traditions, and passions. We stand
ready to dedicate our hearts and lives to
giving a child the best possible future.



AT A GLANCE

10 Things to Know About Us

Our first date was on June 26,
2015, in Chicago, lllinois. This was
the same day the U.S. Supreme
Court legalized same-sex
marriage. We married four years
later on October 12, 2019.

As a couple, we have lived in
Chicago, New York City, and now
Yonkers, NY. In addition to our
family and friends in Chicago, our
friends here in NY are excited
about our plans to grow our family
through adoption.

AJ has worked at a number of
universities as a higher education
administrator, including the
University of lowa, Western lllinois
University, the University of Illinois
at Chicago, and now Columbia
University.

Matt has worked in the field

of education for 15 years. He
spent over a decade teaching
kindergarten and first grade in
both Chicago and New York City.
He is now an elementary school
principal in New York.

AJ has his bachelor’s degree in
technical/design theatre from

the University of Missouri. He
thoroughly enjoys working behind
the scenes to make magic happen
anywhere.
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In college, Matt was a manager at
a clothing store, setting him up for
success to be the master folder of
laundry in our home.

We both enjoy watching some

of our favorite shows together,
which include Abbott Elementary,
Friends, The Golden Girls, Schitt’s
Creek, and Will & Grace.

We absolutely love playing board
and card games. Some of our
favorites include Canasta, Code
Names, Five Crowns, Skip-Bo, and
Qwirkle.

Traveling is something we both
enjoy, especially when we get to
spend quality time together. We
have explored and traveled to
many new places since we met.
We have enjoyed time together
in Boston, Denver, Portland,
Providence, and Punta Cana, to
name a few.

We hope to build our own
“traveling traditions” with the
child we hope to adopt in the
near future. We want him or her to
experience the same excitement
and joy we experience when we
see new places..



Say What?
Graham decided to join
our conversation on the terrace
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Pick a Color
AJ helping our friends’ son, Aiden,
create his next masterpiece

Meet AJ

As written by Matt

“AJ is a compassionate and creative soul who
never fails to bring comfort and joy into the
lives of others. His kindness knows no bounds,
always putting others’ needs before his own
and offering a listening ear or a comforting word
when | need it most. Whether it's a simple act

of kindness or a grand gesture, AJ has a way of
making those around him feel seen and valued.

His creativity shines in everything he does —
whether he’s redesigning the lighting in our
home or coming up with imaginative ideas
that surprise and delight. There’s an effortless
warmth that he brings into our home, and his
presence makes every day brighter. AJ has a
remarkable ability to turn ordinary moments
into memories | will treasure forever, including
the day he proposed to me using a story he
wrote about us. His thoughtful nature, paired
with his ability to inject fun and creativity into
even the smallest things, makes life with him an
adventure in the best possible way.

AJ’s light-hearted nature will make him a fun,
engaging, and inspiring father. He has a unique
ability to connect with people, especially
children. With my own nephews, I've seen how
he listens, how he encourages and nurtures
their curiosity, and how he’s always ready to
support and uplift them. His natural ability to
provide comfort and reassurance is something
| admire deeply. His creative spirit will
undoubtedly help foster an environment where
our child feels free to explore their interests and
develop their own sense of wonder.

Every day with AJ is a reminder of how lucky |
am to have a partner who not only fills my life
with happiness but also brings a sense of calm
and comfort, no matter what the world throws
our way. | am endlessly grateful for the love and
happiness he brings into my life, and | know he
will bring the same warmth and devotion to the
role of fatherhood. He is truly one of a kind, and
| am so excited to see him share his heart with
the baby we welcome into our family!”



Say Cheese
Matt and Georgia enjoying a beautiful
summer day on the riverfront

Lads Who Lunch
Matt and our friends’ son, Rory,
catching up during lunch with friends

Meet Matt

As written by AJ

“Matt is the kind of person who radiates warmth
and positivity wherever he goes. | vividly recall
our first date, as if it happened just yesterday.
From the moment we met, | could sense the
passion in his eyes and the genuine kindness in
his heart. The stories he shared about his family
and his experiences as a kindergarten teacher
were truly captivating. However, it was his love
for children and his unwavering passion for
elementary school education that left the most
lasting impression on me.

Matt has a magical way with kids that is hard

to describe. Whether it’s playing a game,
teaching them a new math concept, reading
them an awesome story, or just listening to
them, Matt always brings a lot of passion and
understanding to school. He’'s now a principal

at an elementary school, and he’s embraced his
role to make an even bigger difference in the
lives of all his students. He works closely with
parents to help their kids grow and succeed by
focusing on the specific needs of each child and
giving parents the advice and resources they
need to help their kids thrive. And the more he
grows in his role, the more influence he’s gaining
in his professional community.

Outside of work, one of the things | admire
most about Matt is his incredible resilience,
unwavering optimism, and his remarkable ability
to find joy in every aspect of life. Some of the
larger joys he experiences include milestone
events such as moving together, our wedding,
and many family celebrations. On the other
hand, he finds immense happiness in the little
things, like our pets, delicious food, and the
quality time we spend together.

Matt is over the moon to become a parent and is
ready to create a loving, safe, and nurturing home
for our little one. He believes in raising children
with kindness, respect, and the freedom to be
their true selves. I'm so lucky to have Matt by
my side as we start this amazing adventure of
parenthood together. He’s an amazing person, and
| have no doubt that he'll be an incredible parent,
showering our child with love and support.”



BELIEVE
THERE IS

FREWORLD

Our Home

Welcome to our cozy and welcoming
home in Yonkers, New York! With plenty
of sunshine streaming through our large
windows, one cannot help but enjoy
the vibrant views of the Hudson River.
When the weather is favorable, we enjoy
walking down to the water as a family
to enjoy the outdoor breeze and scenic
views of NYC. The fact that we are only
a 20-minute train ride to the Big Apple
makes it very convenient whenever we
feel the urge to experience those “Big
City” vibes.

Inside, our home is filled with laughter,
delicious home-cooked meals, and a
blend of classic and modern decor that
reflects our personalities. AJ enjoys
cooking chili on the slow cooker, and
Matt makes a mean homemade lasagna
with garlic bread (of course). We look
forward to sharing fur baby snuggles,
family game nights, holidays, and the
forming of new traditions with the child
we are lucky to welcome into our family.

Our Pets

Our home is full of love and energy,
thanks to our two playful pups and one
curious cat. Together, our fur babies
create a lively, joyful environment filled
with tail wags, purrs, and lots of laughs!

Our dogs, Graham and Georgia, are best
friends, always up for a game of fetch or
an adventure on a long walk. They are
full of personality — one is the goofy
entertainer, and the other is the calm,
loyal cuddle buddy.

On the other hand, our cat, Cooper,

rules the house with a mix of sass and
sweetness, often watching the dogs’
antics from his favorite perch or joining in
for some playful mischief.



Our Family

Our families are a cornerstone of our lives,
offering unwavering love, support, and a strong
sense of togetherness. They are a beautiful
blend of kindness, traditions, values, and
personalities, creating a warm and welcoming
environment for gatherings, celebrations, and
everyday moments.

AJ grew up in Jefferson City, MO, with his
mother, Mandy, who is now a retired high :
school math teacher. The bond between AJ l —‘1 ..,,,,.,...mconsm“ )
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and his mom is one that is built upon laughter,
love, and trust. As a single parent, AJ’s mom
built a network of strong women who were

and continue to be instrumental in AJ’s life. AJ
is also fortunate to have an extended family
that lives in mid-Missouri. This includes his

late father, stepmother, half-brother, and a
large group of grandparents, aunts, uncles, and
cousins. AJ’'s Midwestern roots have taught him
the importance of family and hard work.

Matt grew up in Chicago, IL, with his mom, dad,
and older brother. Matt’s supportive parents,
Pat and Mary Ann, have been married for

over 45 years, modeling a strong, respectful
relationship that any couple would strive

to emulate. They both love their children
endlessly. Matt has an older brother named
Shaun who is nine years older than him. Shaun
is a veteran of the U.S. Air Force and now
works in the private sector. Shaun is married to
Michelle, a healthcare professional, and they
have two sons named Gavin and Aidan. Both of
Matt’s nephews are the center of his world. He
absolutely cherishes the memories he has built
with these two incredible boys who are now
young men.

Whether it’s holiday gatherings or casual
Sunday dinners, our families celebrate each
other’s successes and support each other in
times of need, making every moment together
memorable.




Our Friends

Having lived in lowa, lllinois, Missouri, and
now New York, we have had the opportunity
to make friends from all over the country.
Although our friends reside in different places,
we believe in the importance of maintaining
and prioritizing those connections we have
built over the years.

The friendships we have built are essential
because they bring joy, support, and meaning
to our lives. Our friends are there to celebrate
our successes, comfort us during tough times,
and share in everyday moments that make life
special.

We are grateful to our friends because they
offer words of encouragement, advice, and
provide us with a sense of affirmation and
belonging so that we can be the best version
of ourselves.




AJ's Fun Facts

qp

Occupation: Administrator In Higher Education
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T3 Hobbies: Traveling, Theatre, Technology Enthusiast

| |o| | Places: New York City, Chicago, St. Louis
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llj,O,q Foods: Biscuits & Gravy, Pizza, Tacos

ﬂ Music: Bleachers, Jon Batiste, Pink

Matt's Fun Facts
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Our Gratitude

We are truly grateful you took the time

to read our adoption profile and learn
about our journey and aspirations. Your
consideration in this significant decision
means the world to us, and we deeply
appreciate your interest in getting to know
us.

We hope you can see that our home is
filled with love, laughter, and dreams

just waiting to come true with a child

in the picture. And you may be looking
for a family who will love your child
unconditionally, nurture their dreams, and

celebrate every part of who they are —
and we would be honored to be that family. A *

If you decide on making an adoption plan,
and choose us to parent your child, we
promise to provide a life full of security,
joy, and opportunities while always
honoring the love and sacrifice that brought us together. We're ready to walk this journey
with you at your pace, with compassion and openness.

-AJ & Matt

Contact AJ & Matt

Scan the QR

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS FAMILY

This is a preview of our adoption profile. Visit our complete online smartphone

profile to find many of our pictures and learn more about us. or tablet to
access this

online profile.

www.friendsinadoption.org/aj-matt

@FriendsinAdoption Call: 1-800-982-3678 Text: 1-518-350-4581



