Chistopher & Jared

Hello from New York City!

We are Christopher and Jared, a fun-loving couple looking to grow our family through adoption.
Thank you so much for taking the time to visit our adoption profile!

We imagine there must be a lot going through your head as you consider if adoption is the right
choice for you and your baby. We would be honored to even be considered as a potential home for
your child, and sincerely hope for the best for you and your baby. Whatever you decide, please take
all the time you need and do what feels right for you.

We have been together since 2010 and have long dreamed of becoming parents. We look forward
to providing a warm, loving, and supportive home for a child, filled with laughter and discovery

as they grow. We view parenthood as helping a child grow into the best, most fulfilled version of
themselves, whatever that might look like to them.

Hopefully this profile will give you more insight into us and our lives, and if you would like to know
more please do not hesitate to reach out. Thank you again for your time; we are rooting for you!

—Christopher & Jared



Our Story

Our story began in fall 2010 in New
York City, when we connected

via an online dating site. After a
flurry of messages (which we still
have saved, typos and all, thanks
to Christopher), we agreed to
meet and instantly hit it off. We
bonded over our shared love of
the performing arts, food, and 90s
cartoons, and within a few dates,
we both knew we wanted to be
together for the long haul.

Within a year, we were living
together, and on our 7th
anniversary, Jared proposed

to Christopher, who managed

to stop crying long enough to
say “yes.” In the spring of 2019,
we got married on a boat in the
Hudson River, surrounded by our
friends, family, and the skyline of
the city we both love.

While Christopher is from
Colorado and Jared is from
Georgia, we both consider NYC
home, having lived in the same
upper Manhattan neighborhood
since 2011. We love spending
our time walking in nearby parks,
cooking meals at home, and
taking advantage of all the food,
culture, and live performance
opportunities the city has to offer.
Travel is also a big part of our
lives, and we love experiencing
new destinations both in the US
and abroad.

From early on in our relationship,
we've dreamed of becoming
parents. Our love of children and
desire to welcome one into our
home has only grown over the
years, and after a lot of hard work
and preparation, we feel we are
ready to start this next chapter

of our story together. We cannot
wait to become dads.



AT A GLANCE

10 Things to Know About Us

While Christopher was born in Grand
Junction, CO, and Jared in Atlanta, GA,
we met in New York City in 2010, got
married on the Hudson River in 2019,
and have lived in the same upper
Manhattan neighborhood the entire
time we've been together.

We love taking advantage of all NYC
has to offer. On any given weekend,
one can find us exploring our local
parks, visiting the botanical gardens,
or trying out a new restaurant. We
both have degrees in the fine arts and
love going to all the Broadway shows,
dance performances, and music
events found throughout the city.

Both Jared and Christopher know
multiple people who have grown their
families through adoption, including
three of Christopher’s cousins, and
they are all excited for us to do the
same.

We love having friends over for dinner
parties, movie viewings, bougie
brunches, or game nights. We both
enjoy cooking for these kinds of
events and love to share our culinary
creations with those closest to us.

Jared’s brother lives in Portland, OR,
and Christopher’s sister lives in Grand
Junction, CO, with her husband. They
are looking forward to becoming aunts
and uncles as we will be the first of
the siblings to have a child.
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We love traveling both domestically
and abroad, and try to take at least
one big trip per year. Recent trips have
included Mexico, Canada, the Pacific
Northwest, and even Japan! Some of
our favorite memories together are the
times we've spent experiencing new
sites and cultures from around the
world.

Christopher works as an office
coordinator in midtown, NYC, and as a
freelance graphic designer. During his
free time, he loves to play the piano,
sing, and make crafts of all kinds
(knitting, DIY, sewing, paper crafts,
watercolors, etc.).

Jared works as an administrative
assistant at a financial firm, also in
midtown, NYC. When not working, he
can be found cooking, playing video
games, and taking photographs of
anything that catches his eye.

We both love all things Disney and
particularly love visiting their various
theme parks around the world. One
of the things we are most excited

to do as parents is to take the child
we adopt to Walt Disney World and
experience it through their eyes.

Having lived in France and Belgium,
Christopher speaks fluent French and
shared his love of their language and
culture with Jared, whose weakness
for bread made him an easy target.
Now Jared loves it just as much and
is studiously maintaining his DuoLingo
streak to be able to keep up.



Cute Critters
Christopher loves hedgehogs, and getting
to play with them at this hedgehog cafe
was a pure delight!

Tell Me More

' Christopher and our friend’s child have
| avery serious conversation while exploring
‘ the Natural History Museum

| ' ik,

About Christopher

As written by Jared

“Christopher is many things. He is an
excellent baker and cook. He is a wonderful
pianist and composer, as well as a trained
vocalist. He is crafty, both in the literal
sense (he knits, he sews, he paints) and

in his ability to come up with creative
solutions to problems. He is much handier
than | am, which is clearly reflected in the
décor and upkeep of our apartment. But
most importantly, he is my best friend.

Very few people can make me laugh the
way Christopher does. He is unafraid to be
a complete goofball if it will make someone
smile. Funny faces, silly voices, cartoonishly
large movements, it’s all fair game in the
pursuit of a laugh. His near-encyclopedic
knowledge of puns and dad jokes often
makes me groan, but he says them with
such confidence and an almost mischievous
gleam in his eye that | also can't help but
smile.

Christopher is also deeply empathetic.
There is seemingly no limit to the amount
of love he has for those around him. If I'm
having a bad day, he wants to do whatever
he can to help, whether that means
providing a sympathetic ear or just giving
me a big, ole bear hug. He has been my
comfort and my constant through many a
hard time, and | am better for it.

From the very beginning of our relationship,
Christopher has dreamed about starting a
family; he loves children, and children love
him back. Our friends’ kids all look forward
to spending time with Uncle Christopher,
even if they only see him once in a blue
moon because they live several time
zones away. He nannied part-time for a
friend when her kids were little, and to this
day, they light up and practically trip over
themselves rushing to greet him.

Christopher is one of the kindest, most
caring people | have ever met. | know he
will be an excellent and loving father.”



Sakura Season

Ever since high school, Jared has wanted to
visit Japan during cherry blossom season,
and still can't believe it actually happened

Play Time!
Jared’s theater degree comes in super
handy when it's time to do funny voices
while playing with friends

About Jared

As written by Christopher

“Jared is such a wonderful person. He is
one of the smartest people | know and is
always wanting to learn more and more. |
can always count on him to help me work
through problems, brainstorm solutions,
and give wonderful insight. He is also very
patient and kind and wants the best for
those around him. With a great listening ear,
Jared'’s friends often come to him for advice
and appreciate his thorough insight and
opinions. His friends and | cherish Jared. |
love him with all my heart.

Some of my favorite moments with Jared
include: laughing (he is quite funny); simply
walking and talking in a park; exploring the
world we live in; laughing (we have so many
inside jokes); making a meal together for us
to enjoy; and seeing a Broadway show and
talking about it for hours/days afterward.
Oh, and did | mention laughing?

As long as | can remember, Jared has
wanted to have a child. | love watching

him interact with the children in our lives,
playing with them, being curious with them,
letting all their imaginations soar as they
bond more in every interaction. The year
after graduating college, Jared worked
with a traveling children’s theatre where he
would introduce kids to the beginnings of
music theatre. At the end of the week, he
and the newly anointed thespians would
put on a show for the participants’ friends
and families. | love to hear the stories Jared
shares with me of these times, and | can tell
these children still hold a special place in
his heart.

Jared is beyond excited to become a dad. |
know he will love and care for the child we
adopt. He will do anything in his power to
support them as they grow. Jared can't wait
to share many grand adventures as a family
throughout our lives together.”



New York,
New York

We have lived in Manhattan the
entire time we've been together, in a
neighborhood called Inwood at the
northern tip of the island. It is a lovely
and diverse residential neighborhood
with quiet streets, multiple tree-lined
parks, river views, and many local
restaurants and shops.

We moved into our current two-
bedroom apartment in the fall of
2021, and love how spacious it is
and its abundance of natural light.
One can often find at least one of

us in the kitchen, whether it's Jared
making his famous fried chicken or
Christopher baking his family recipe
of potica (a Croatian bread swirled
with cinnamon and nut filling). We
love entertaining friends for dinner
or Sunday brunch, as well as hosting
larger parties where we go all out and
make everything from scratch.

Our favorite part of our
neighborhood is the large parks (yes,
plural) just a short walk from our
apartment. Exploring the different
paths and admiring all the plants

and flowers is one of our favorite
pastimes — all in between trips to
the local playground and picnics on
the grassy hills. We look forward to
sharing these paths and experiences
with the child we hope to adopt.

We make a point to take advantage
of all the opportunities living in NYC
offers. We love Broadway and attend
at least one show a month, as well as
going to opera, ballet, and live music
performances. We love checking out
the city’s different museums, visiting
the zoo and botanical gardens, and
seeing the traveling exhibitions that
come through town. There’s always
something going on here, and we look
forward to sharing it all with a child.



Our Families

Our families have both been extremely
supportive of our adoption journey and cannot
wait to welcome a little one into the fold.

While born in Colorado, Christopher and his
parents, Michael and Loretta, immediately moved
to California for six years for Michael's education.
During that time, Christopher’s sister Gwendolyn
was born. The little family then relocated back

to western Colorado, where they still live to

this day. Gwendolyn is married to her husband
Gleeson, and they live in a neighboring city

to our parents in western Colorado. We try to
gather together as much as possible, where we
laugh, play games, go on scenic drives and hikes
through the mountains of Colorado, enjoy each
other's company, and of course, eat potica!

Jared comes from a small, tight-knit family of
his mother, Ruth, and his younger brother, Kyle.
Ruth lives in Georgia (where Jared was born and
raised), while Kyle has lived in Portland, Oregon,
for over a decade. Every year, we make a point
to take a family trip together, whether that's

to one of our respective cities or to a brand-
new part of the country. We've visited places
like Seattle, St. Augustine, and even taken a
week-long cruise up the North Atlantic coast
into Canada and look forward to continuing this
tradition with a little one joining us!!

Our Friends

One of the great joys in our lives is the amazing
circle of friends we've assembled, many of
whom we've known for a decade or longer.

We come from all different backgrounds, but
the mutual love and respect we share for one
another constantly enriches us. Our friends are
our chosen family, and we have to say, we've
chosen very well.

In New York City, we have many wonderful
friends we spend time with constantly, whether
it's going out for a meal, meeting up in the park,
catching a Broadway show together, or just
going to someone’s apartment for takeout and a
movie night.




Our Friends (continued)

We also have close friends living all over

the country and even the world, including
places as diverse as Massachusetts, lllinois,
Tennessee, California, Oregon, and even
Thailand. We cherish the time we get to spend
with them in person (either in NYC or where
they live) and stay closely connected the rest
of the year via FaceTime chats, texts, and an
abundance of memes.

Many of our friends are parents themselves -
including some who have grown their families
through adoption — and their kids range in age
from teenagers all the way down to infants. We
love getting to spend time with our friends’ kids
and seeing how they grow and develop. Seeing
our friends’ parenting journeys has given us a
lot of insight into what we might expect, and
we know their guidance and support will be
invaluable in the years to come. Our friends are
so excited to see “Uncle Christopher” and “Uncle
Jared” become “Dad.”



Christopher’s Fun Facts

qp

Occupation: Office Coordinator
And Graphic Designer

QD)
T3 Hobbies: Cooking, Baking, Crafting, Knitting, Piano
| |o| | Places: Paris, The Forest, In A Hug
~—
lljoq Foods: Desserts, Breads, Cheesel!

ﬂ Music: Classical, Film Scores, Broadway

Jared’s Fun Facts

Occupation: Administrative Assistant

Hobbies: Video Games, Cooking, Musical Theatre,
Photography

Places: NYC, Paris, Disneyland

Foods: Fried Chicken, Creme Brilée, All The Carbs

Music: Beyonceé, Lady Gaga, Uptempo Pop




Our Gratitude

Thank you for taking the time to look at our
adoption profile. As you navigate the deeply
personal consideration of what is best for
you and your baby, we are honored to be
part of the conversation. Whatever you
ultimately decide, we truly wish you the best.

We promise to provide any child we are
fortunate enough to parent with a loving
home and two dads who will support them
in everything they do. We will love them
unconditionally through all of life’s ups and
downs. If you choose this path for your
child, know that we are ready to welcome
them with open arms and open hearts.

We are sending you strength and support
as you move through this decision and
this journey, whether it ends up involving
us or not.

All the best,

—-Christopher & Jared

Contact Christopher & Jared

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS FAMILY

This is a preview of our adoption profile. Visit our complete online smartphone
profile to find many of our pictures and learn more about us. or tablet to

www.friendsinadoption.org/christopher-jared

Scan the QR
code on your

access this
online profile.

@FriendsinAdoption Call: 1-800-982-3678 Text: 1-518-350-4581



