Jared, Anessa, & Lily

Greetings from New York State!

Hello! We're Jared and Anessa, and we're so glad
you've found your way here. Along with our kind,
creative eleven-year-old daughter, Lily, we're
hoping to grow our family through adoption.

Lily is thoughtful, endlessly curious, and has a
fantastic sense of humor — her knock-knock
jokes are legendary in our house. She's genuinely
excited about the idea of becoming a big sister.

We live in Peekskill, New York, in a warm,
welcoming home that somehow always ends
up decorated a little early for every holiday.
Our life is filled with familiar routines and
spontaneous adventures, from game nights
that turn wildly competitive (in the best

way) to last-minute trips into the city to see
a Broadway show. Spending quality time

together is what we value most, and we're
always finding small ways to make everyday
moments feel meaningful.

Growing our family through adoption is
something we feel truly grateful for and ready
to embrace. Our home is full of love, laughter,
and steady support through all of life's ups and
downs, and we're excited to begin the next
chapter of our family’s story together.

We understand that this may not be an easy
consideration for you, and we have deep respect
for the strength and care it takes to explore
adoption as one of your options.

-Jared, Anessa, & Lily




Our Story So Far

We met through an online dating site in the
spring of 2022 and spent our first month
getting to know each other through daily
text messages and phone calls. A month
later, we met in person for the first time
on a Friday night, when we went to see
Aladdin on Broadway — a moment that felt
both exciting and surprisingly natural.

Six months later, Jared introduced
Anessa to his daughter and parents at his
twenty-ninth birthday party. From that
point on, it became clear that we were
building something meaningful together
as a family. A few months later, Jared
proposed at an art exhibit in Manhattan,
and Anessa happily said yes.

Over the next two years, our relationship
continued to grow, and we were married
on October 6, 2024. It has been a joy

to watch our family dynamic deepen

as we grow closer each day, and we're
continually grateful for the laughter,
connection, and perspective our daughter
brings into our lives. We feel so blessed!

As our family came together, we began
thinking more intentionally about the
future and felt drawn to the possibility of
expanding our family through adoption.
With open hearts and a strong sense of
readiness, we look forward to welcoming
TURALANANAR O | : 7 another child into a home filled with love,
i{}ﬁhi ' stability, and care.

We have created many traditions as a
family, but one of our favorites takes
place the weekend after Thanksgiving.
Each year, we travel to New York City to
see the holiday tree, visit the Christmas
village, and end the day at Macy's,
where we each choose an ornament that
reflects something meaningful from the
year to add to our tree. We also have a
growing collection of nutcrackers, each
tied to special family memories — and we
can't wait to add one to commemorate
the arrival of the baby we hope to adopt!




AT A GLANCE

10 Things to Know About Us

Jared works for a Fortune 500 Big Four
accounting firm. He is very involved in
his workplace community and serves
on the planning committee for the Pride
group at his company.

Anessa works as a music director on
Broadway. Some of her favorite shows
she has worked on include Moulin
Rouge, Aladdin, Chicago, and Cabaret.
She has also performed on The View
and The Tonight Show with Jimmy
Fallon.

Lily has shown a natural musical talent
and plays oboe and saxophone in
multiple bands at her school. She is
also a singer, performs with her school
choir, and has appeared in her school
musicals for the past three years.

As a family, we love playing board
games and video games with a healthy
dose of competition, and we are just
as happy gathering around the table

to work on a jigsaw puzzle or solve a
crossword together.

Anessa spent nearly a decade living
throughout New York City before we
met and began building our life together
as a family, eventually making our home
in Peekskill, New York, about an hour
north of the city in the Hudson Valley.

| M

Jared is an avid sports fan. Whether

he is cheering on the Miami Dolphins,
keeping things competitive in the family
fantasy football league in the fall, or
attending a Yankees game in the spring,
he enjoys sharing these experiences
with the whole family whenever
possible.

Lily is incredibly creative and is always
sharing new ideas with us. From
brainstorming concepts for her own Etsy
shop, to creating artwork, to inventing
her own board games, she never ceases
to surprise us with her imagination.

We place a strong value on family, both
biological and chosen. We consider
many of our closest friends part of

our family and feel grateful to have an
extended circle of loved ones in the Tri-
State area and abroad.

The holidays are an important time for
us, and we enjoy decorating our home
and sharing simple traditions together
as a family.

Anessa and Lily love to bake together
and often spend holidays making treats
for the family to enjoy. Jared happily
joins in as the helper — and the taste-
tester.
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Meet Jared

As written by Jared

“Hello there! | was born and raised in a small
town in New York, about an hour outside of New
York City. | am the youngest of three boys and
am very close with my parents and brothers.
We are a family that stays in consistent contact,
talking most — if not every — day and spending
time together whenever we can.

Growing up, | was always a big fan of both
video games and sports, which helped me

stay close with my brothers despite them

being five to six years older than me. Those
shared interests have also given me a fun and
meaningful way to bond with our daughter, Lily.

| first attended community college in 2011
before planning to transfer to a larger school.
However, | paused my education when my
daughter was born in early 2014. During that
time, | worked two retail jobs to support her
before finding a stable office position working
alongside my brother. That opportunity
allowed me to return to college online at Pace
University and eventually led me to my current
role at an accounting firm.

| am always trying to make my family laugh,
whether the dad jokes land or not. | value an
open and honest household, especially for
our daughter, where she can feel safe and
comfortable talking with us about anything.

One of the greatest gifts in my life has been
building a partnership with Anessa and
watching the relationship she has formed with
Lily. She brings patience, creativity, and a deep
sense of care into our home, and she shows up
every day as a thoughtful, loving presence in
our family. Seeing the bond they share and the
way our family works together has reinforced
for me just how meaningful it is to grow a life
grounded in mutual respect, support, and love.

| am a strong proponent of mental health, try to
be a good listener whenever | can, and deeply
believe in the importance of found family and the
positive impact it can have on someone's life.”



Meet Anessa

As written by Anessa

“Hi! | grew up in a rural town in West Virginia

as the middle child in a very close-knit family.
We lived near much of our extended family,

and holidays and birthdays were opportunities
to gather everyone together — aunts, uncles,
cousins, grandparents — and spend meaningful
time with one another. | also grew up spending
a great deal of time with my great-grandparents
until they passed when | was a young adult.

My great-grandfather and my mother passed
along their love of music to me. | grew

up learning to play the piano, performing

both in church and as a classical pianist in
competitions. | fell in love with theatre in high
school when | began performing in school
musicals. These experiences were deeply
formative, and the discipline and self-awareness
| developed through my art helped shape the
person | became as | moved into adulthood.

| attended college, studying music and theatre,
and after graduating, | accepted a management
position at a bank and remained in West Virginia
for five years. In 2014, | made the decision to
move to New York City to pursue a career as a
music director and musician. | now work as a
music director and musician on Broadway and
have been a full-time professional musician

for the past five years. | regularly work with
children, teaching music fundamentals, and |
offer private piano and voice lessons as well.

Building a life with my husband Jared has been
one of the most grounding and rewarding parts
of my journey. He brings warmth, humor, and
steadiness into our home, and | deeply value the
way we support one another as partners and
parents. Watching our family grow together has
been both meaningful and affirming.

One of my greatest joys is being Lily's stepmother.
Before meeting her, | always hoped to become a
mom, and she has added so much to my life since
I met Jared a few years ago. I've loved watching
our relationship grow, and I'm grateful for the trust
and connection we share. Seeing her step into her
teenage years has been a joy."



Meet Lily

Lily is twelve years old and is in the sixth grade.
She loves music, theatre, reading, playing board
games, animals, and having sleepovers with her
best friend. She is incredibly creative and enjoys
arts and crafts of all kinds — she even taught
herself how to crochet.

Lily has a deeply caring heart and a remarkable
capacity for empathy. We see this in the way

she helps take care of our animals, stands up for
her friends and the people she cares about, and
instinctively checks in to make sure those around
her are doing okay.

She has performed in her school musicals for the
past three years, playing Annie in Annie, Horton
in Seussical, and Tamika in School of Rock, and
she is looking forward to attending theatre camp
for the first time in 2026. Lily also plays oboe and
saxophone in her school bands and approaches
everything she does with enthusiasm and
determination.

We are incredibly proud of Lily and love watching
her grow into herself. She is genuinely excited
about the idea of becoming a big sister to the child
we hope to adopt, and we know she will bring
warmth, creativity, and care into that role.




Our Home

We live in historic Peekskill, New York, in
a welcoming townhome community filled
with friendly neighbors and plenty of pets.
Our neighborhood has a relaxed, lived-in
feel that makes it easy to feel connected
and at home.

Surrounded by trees that are especially
beautiful in the spring and fall, we enjoy
being close to nature while still having
easy access to town life. We are about
twenty minutes from Bear Mountain and
just a five-minute drive from the gorgeous
Peekskill Waterfront, where our family
loves spending time outdoors together.

We are also just a few minutes from the
train station, which makes trips into New
York City easy and frequent. We enjoy
sharing the city's art, music, and cultural
experiences as a family.

Downtown Peekskill has a vibrant, close-
knit community feel. We love weekend
visits to the farmers market, followed by
grabbing a meal at one of our favorite local
spots. The town's arts scene, community
events, and walkable downtown are things
we truly value.

Our home is filled with music. With a mix
of instruments and singers under one roof
— from piano and guitar to ukulele, oboe,
and saxophone — there is almost always
something being played. Just don't ask
Jared to sing!!!

Fun and laughter are an important part of
our daily life together. Dad jokes, board
games, and decorating for holidays are all
part of the rhythm of our household.

We also adore our pets and consider
them part of our family. Right now, our
home includes two playful dogs and two
chinchillas, and there is always plenty of
love (and personality) to go around.

Our hope is to continue building a home
rooted in warmth, curiosity, and support.



Our Family
& Friends

We're fortunate to have a strong and
loving support network made up of
both extended family and chosen
family. Community has always been
an important part of our lives, and it
continues to play a meaningful role in
how we show up for one another and
for Lily.

Jared's entire family lives nearby,

and we stay closely connected. His
parents are a regular and reliable
presence in our lives and often help by
watching Lily and our dogs when we
are both at work. It brings us comfort
to know they are always there when
needed, and we're grateful for the
consistency and care they provide.
We spend many holidays together and
do our best to stay connected with
everyone throughout the year.

Anessa has also built a wonderful
chosen family here — friends who
have truly become part of our everyday
lives. We see one another often,
whether that means getting together
intentionally or simply stopping by for a
visit. These relationships are rooted in
trust, shared experiences, and mutual
support.

Lily has formed special bonds with
many of the people in our circle, and
it means a great deal to us that she is
growing up surrounded by adults who
care deeply about her and take an
active interest in her life. Knowing she
has so many people cheering her on
reinforces the sense of security and
belonging we value as a family.

Our family is built on connection,
consistency, and love — and on the
people who show up, support one
another, and make everyday life
richer simply by being part of it.




Jared’s Fun Facts
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Occupation: Risk Management Associate

Hobbies: Watching Sports, Video Games,
Singing Off-Key

Places: Peekskill Coffee House,
Yankee Stadium

Foods: Tacos; Sausage,
Egg & Cheese

Music: Paramore

Anessa’s Fun Facts
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Occupation: Broadway Music Director,
Conductor

Hobbies: Writing Music, Dancing,
Playing Piano

Places: The Theatre, Bronx Zoo

Foods: Tacos; Ben & Jerry's Dirt Cake Ice Cream

Music: Jessie J, Showtunes

Lily’s Fun Facts

I

Occupation: Aspiring Paleontologist, Chinchilla
Caretaker, Professional Puppy Snuggler

Hobbies: Arts & Crafts, Reading, Music, Theatre

Places: Museum Of Life And Science,
Rye Playland, Maritime Aquarium

Foods: Penne Alla Vodka, Eggs, Acai Bowls

Music: Chappell Roan, Broadway Musicals,
King Of New York



Our Gratitude

Thank you. While we don't know your story,
we are truly grateful that you are here and
honored that you are taking the time to learn
about us and our life in the Hudson Valley.
We recognize that this may be an incredibly
personal and complex consideration, and we
deeply respect the care, thought, and love
that go into exploring adoption.

We can't pretend to fully understand what
you may be navigating, but we want you

to know that we hold your experience with
great respect. Wherever you are in your
journey, our hope is that you feel supported,
seen, and honored every step of the way.

If learning about our family resonates with
you, we are grateful to be considered —
with no expectations and no pressure, just
openness and care.

Thank you again for allowing us to be a
- small part of this moment in your journey.
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Contact Anessa & Jared

Scan the QR

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS FAMILY

This is a preview of our adoption profile. Visit our complete online smartphone

profile to find many of our pictures and learn more about us. or tablet to
access this

online profile.

www.friendsinadoption.org/anessa-jared

@FriendsinAdoption Call: 1-800-982-3678 Text: 1-518-350-4581



