
A heartfelt hello!

We are Katelyn, Stephen, and Simon from upstate New York. We are truly humbled that you would 
take the time to explore our adoption profile. It means so much to us that you are here.

Through these pages and photos, we hope you find a genuine window into the life we have built 
together — a life rooted in love, respect, laughter, and grace.

While we cannot fully know your circumstances, we deeply respect you as you consider your 
options. We understand this may be a complicated and emotional time, and we are holding you in 
our thoughts as you navigate what feels right for you and for your child. Our hope is that you feel 
supported and empowered to make a decision that you feel is the best option for you and for your 
child, whatever that might be.

Thank you for allowing us to share our story with you. If you would like to connect further, we would 
welcome that opportunity with openness and care.

–Katelyn, Stephen, & Simon

Katelyn, Stephen, & Simon



“To love someone is to strive to accept that person 
exactly the way he or she is, right here and now.”

–Fred Rogers

This Is Us
Both of us grew up in western New York, in 
a small town outside of Rochester. We met in 
high school, became friends first, and started 
dating at sixteen. Midway through high school, 
Stephen’s family moved to North Carolina. For 
the next seven years, we dated long distance 
— Katelyn escaping snowy New York winters 
to visit North Carolina, and Stephen trading 
hot southern summers for time in New York 
(including junior and senior prom!).

In 2016, we finally closed the distance 
by getting married and beginning our life 
together in the Saratoga Springs area. In 
2023, we welcomed Simon into our family 
through adoption — an experience that 
profoundly shaped our hearts and deepened 
our understanding of love.

Katelyn is an engineer, and Stephen is a 
special education teacher. Simon is an 
energetic toddler with a tender heart who 
already shows care and empathy toward 
others. As a family, we strive to live with 
respect and grace. We know we will always be 
growing in both (that’s where the grace comes 
in), but we intentionally practice offering them 
daily — within our home and beyond it.

We believe family is a place where each 
person is fully known and fully loved.

We enjoy spending time outdoors and exploring 
all that this area has to offer — especially 
discovering new parks and playgrounds. At 
the end of the day, our home is a steady and 
welcoming place to return to: a space for 
dancing in the kitchen, reading on the couch, 
building forts, and simply being together.

Through our extended family and church 
community, we are surrounded by people 
who show up for us in meaningful ways. 
They welcomed Simon with open arms and 
continue to support us as our family grows 
through adoption.



AT A GLANCE

10 Things to Know About Us

We met in a suburb of Rochester, New 
York, and started dating at sixteen. 
Our long-distance relationship 
lasted through college until we were 
married in October 2016 in Holley, NY. 
Autumn is our favorite season, and 
the weather that day was absolutely 
perfect.

In 2020, we were grateful to purchase 
our first home in Ballston Spa, just 
outside Saratoga Springs. We love 
being close to downtown Saratoga 
while still surrounded by nature. 
There are several playgrounds 
nearby, and our favorite ice cream 
stand is right around the corner.

Simon joined our family through 
adoption in 2023. We feel deeply 
grateful for the opportunity to be his 
parents.

Faith plays an important role in our 
family life. We regularly look for ways 
to serve our church and community, 
both individually and together. So 
far, Simon’s favorite part of church is 
seeing his friends and dancing to the 
music.

Katelyn is an engineer who loves 
baking, reading fantasy novels, 
watching movies, and taking pictures.

Stephen is a special education 
teacher who loves spending time 
outdoors, watching stand-up comedy, 
and being with friends.

Simon is often the first to comfort 
a friend, a faithful helper, and a 
passionate little guy (especially when 
it comes to yogurt, pizza, and ice 
cream). He helps us notice the fun 
in everyday moments and has added 
so much joy — and plenty of Moana 
music — to our lives.

We strive to fill our home with joy. 
On weekends, we try to have family 
movie nights, and it’s rare for a day to 
pass without at least one dance party. 
Many of the quotes throughout our 
profile come from favorites we enjoy 
together.

Rather than traditional gifts for 
birthdays and anniversaries, we 
choose intentional experiences that 
create lasting memories. Recent 
adventures include a concert at 
Saratoga Performing Arts Center, 
a Broadway show at Proctors in 
Schenectady, and a visit to the Utica 
Zoo.

Since settling in the Saratoga Springs 
area, we have built a community of 
friends we can rely on — whether 
for thoughtful advice or simply a 
good time. They love Simon, happily 
volunteer to babysit, and are excited 
as our family hopes to grow through 
adoption again.

“I wonder what’s going to happen exciting today?” –Piglet, Winnie the Pooh



“She’s got that giant heart that’s part compass and 
part flashlight, and she’s just the greatest person 
I have ever met.”

–Nick Miller, New Girl

Get To Know Katelyn
As written by Stephen

“Katelyn is the person who makes our family better. 
She brings a smile to mine and Simon’s face every 
day (whether intentionally or not). Her dance moves 
and singing along to songs in the car are always 
entertaining and show the joy that she tries to cultivate 
in the little moments of life.

Katelyn’s joy is rooted in a deep passion for both the 
people she loves and the things she commits to. I 
remember first learning this when we started dating 
long distance. After I moved to North Carolina, Katelyn 
sent a letter in the mail sharing her feelings with me and 
talking about dating long distance. This convinced me 
to pursue it, and I am so grateful that she was willing to 
be bold enough to take a chance many might not take.

Another way she shares her joy is through her baking. 
Katelyn loves to whip up desserts, whether it is for our 
family or for others. This is one of her favorite ways to 
show love. Anyone can see her own happiness in the 
time spent thinking about what to make for someone, 
preparing it, and then giving it to that person. She has 
even brought Simon into her baking time, making sure 
he is always involved in stirring the ingredients.

Over the years I have also realized that one of Katelyn’s 
greatest strengths is her organized mind. This serves 
her well in her work as an engineer, but it also shapes 
our family life. She plans our vacations with care, always 
thinking of the activities Simon and I would like. I am 
convinced she could be a professional Disney vacation 
planner! When not planning a big vacation, Katelyn 
always knows what local events will help us have fun 
and make meaningful memories together as a family.

Above all, Katelyn’s greatest qualities shine through 
in the mother she is. Every day, when she comes 
home from work, she greets Simon with a big hug 
and is ready to ask him about his day. She proudly 
displays his artwork on the fridge, loves building 
blocks and playing pretend with him, and shows him 
unconditional love.



“I don’t want to survive. I want to live!”
–Captain McCrae, Wall-E

Get To Know Stephen
As written by Katelyn

“Honestly, I can’t say I remember the exact moment 
I met Stephen. I know it must have been in our high 
school freshman year Digital Design and Production 
class. I took that class because (even then) I knew I 
wanted to be an engineer, while he was in that class 
to be with his best friends who were taking it. That 
is a big part of who Stephen is, someone who loves 
people and prioritizes his relationships with them.

Stephen loves getting together with people and 
learning more about them. He is the type of person that 
remembers what someone he talked to was struggling 
with or had coming up in their life and actually follows 
up with them about it. Some of the things that bring life 
to him are being outdoors with friends or family (taking 
a walk or playing lawn games together), grabbing a 
morning coffee with the guys, eating with his lunch 
group at work, and talking to his students about life.

Stephen is a middle school special education teacher 
whose job fits him perfectly. His patience and empathy 
equip him specifically for this line of work. I’m so proud 
of all the work he put in through graduate school (while 
working as a full time Teaching Assistant!) and obtaining 
NYS certification to pursue this passion. He enjoys the 
opportunity he has to get to know his students and help 
them grow into their full potential. I can hear the joy in his 
voice over dinner as he tells us about the progress his 
kids are making and the talks they have had that day.

All of these qualities (his patience, empathy, and deep 
love for people) have made Stephen an incredible 
father who truly prioritizes quality time. He is always 
finding new ways for him and Simon to laugh, play, and 
connect. I often come home from work to find them 
in the middle of a game, sharing stories, or spending 
time outside together. During the summers, they have 
explored nearly every local playground and splash pad, 
eagerly reporting back to me on their favorites.

Watching the way Stephen shows up so intentionally 
for Simon gives me confidence that summers off 
with dad will become some of our children’s most 
cherished memories.”



“To infinity, and beyond!”
–Buzz Lightyear, Toy Story

Get To Know 
Simon
As written by Katelyn

From the time he was a baby, Simon 
has been on the move and exploring. If 
the weather is nice (or even if it isn’t), 
he is happiest outside. He can be found 
running around the yard, climbing at 
the playground, or collecting acorns. 
Indoors, he brings the same energy to 
dance parties and endless rounds of 
hide-and-go-seek.

Simon has always been curious about 
the world around him. We regularly find 
him taking apart his toys or anything 
else he can get his hands on. He loves 
building the tallest block towers and 
then observing how they fall when he 
dramatically knocks them down. His 
curiosity also shows up in him wanting 
to help with whatever adults are doing 
(cooking, cleaning, or yard work). Our 
friends and family all think he’s destined 
to be an engineer one day!

As he has gotten older, we have loved 
seeing his imagination come through in 
his play. He can spend a whole evening 
cooking up special meals for us in 
his play kitchen or managing a busy 
construction site with his trucks.

What stands out most about Simon, 
though, is his heart for others. He is 
the first to notice when someone is sad 
or hurt and even quicker to help. He’s 
always ready to kiss any booboo or hug 
away your tears. He’s up for joining the 
big kids, but is also so sweet towards his 
younger friends at daycare and church.

We are confident that Simon will be a 
great big brother, who is ready to play 
and share his love!



“There’s a lot of beauty in ordinary 
things. Isn’t that kinda the point?”

–Pam Beesly, The Office

Our Home
In 2020, we moved into our three-
bedroom ranch house in Ballston Spa, 
right outside of Saratoga Springs, New 
York. Our favorite parts of our house 
are the partially wooded backyard and 
openness of our main living spaces. 
The house automatically gave us 
the impression as both an oasis in 
the suburbs and a natural place for 
gathering.

We have a generationally diverse 
neighborhood which has gained even 
more young families since we moved 
here. One of our “must-haves” when 
house hunting was a location that made 
family walks easy and enjoyable. Our 
retired neighbors love hearing all of 
Simon’s giggles while playing in the 
backyard and always stop us to say hi 
during our family walks.

Our neighborhood is not only pedestrian 
friendly, but also is connected to a nature 
preserve with a pond and trails (less than 
1/4 mile from our driveway!). We look 
forward to exploring it more as a family 
of four!

The area we call home is full of 
playgrounds, parks, fairgrounds, and 
family-friendly places we love to visit. 
Being in a suburb of Saratoga allows 
us the convenience and easy access 
to restaurants, shops, and local events 
— including the Saratoga Children’s 
Museum, one of Simon’s favorite places. 
And being just south of the Adirondacks 
provides us with endless outdoor 
activities to enjoy — hiking trails, lakes, 
and wide-open spaces!

Our home is a place where everyday life 
feels both steady and full of possibility.



“Some people are worth melting for.”
–Olaf, Frozen

Our Family & Friends
When we think of community, we picture people 
— those we keep in touch with, the people we 
walk through life with, and those that surround 
us throughout our day.

Most of Katelyn’s family lives in western New 
York State. Her mom, dad, younger brother, 
and grandma all live outside of Rochester. 
We typically see Katelyn’s immediate family 
every couple of months (here or there!), take 
vacations with them every few years, and visit 
extended family for special events.

Stephen’s mom, dad, and older brother all live 
outside of the Raleigh, North Carolina area. 
While it may seem far away, his retired parents 
are able to visit at least twice a year. We are 
always prepared for the unseen projects in life, 
as Stephen’s dad always knows the tool for the 
job and it’s on our doorstep before we know we 
need it.

Our families have helped shape us as individuals 
and influenced the values we have as our own 
family team. We are grateful for their support, 
which we can always count on.

Both of us have close friends we stay connected 
with virtually — some from our individual college 
years and others who have moved away more 
recently. These friendships are deeply rooted into 
our lives, shaped through seasons of growth, self-
discovery, and meaningful milestones. We remain 
closely connected through phone calls, virtual 
gatherings, and occasional weekend visits.

A big part of our community over the past years 
has come from our local church. We are heavily 
involved in the ministries there, both individually 
and as a family. Our family helps to meet 
community needs through a ministry our church 
is involved in, and we help with the multi-media 
during services. Stephen is involved in leading the 
men’s ministry, Katelyn manages social media for 
the church, and Simon makes sure to supervise all 
our media and sound settings during service.



Katelyn’s Fun Facts

Simon’s Fun Facts

Hobbies: Chasing, Running, Jumping, Dancing

Occupation: Building Block Architect

Places: Playground, Ice Cream Shop

Music: Moana Soundtrack

Foods: Pizza, Ice Cream

Stephen’s Fun Facts

Hobbies: Baking, Reading Fantasy, 
Watching Movies

Occupation: Engineer

Places: Disney World, Our Living Room

Music: Disney Music, Contemporary Christian

Foods: Chocolate, Mac & Cheese

Hobbies: Running, Laughing At Standup,
Watching Sitcoms

Occupation: Special Education Teacher

Places: Anywhere Outside 
(Yard, Playground, Trails)

Music: Indie Music

Foods: Tacos, Buffalo Wings



Call: 1-800-982-3678      Text: 1-518-350-4581

www.friendsinadoption.org/katelyn-stephen

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS FAMILY
This is a preview of our adoption profile. Visit our complete online 
profile to find many of our pictures and learn more about us.

Scan the QR 
code on your 

smartphone 
or tablet to 
access this 

online profile.

Contact Katelyn & Stephen

Thank you for taking the time to explore 
our adoption profile and get to know us. It 
means so much that you would spend this 
time learning about our family.

We recognize that this may be a deeply 
personal journey for you, and we admire 
the strength it takes to thoughtfully explore 
your options. There may be many emotions, 
questions, and layers to sort through during 
this time, and we respect you as you listen 
to your heart and instincts.

If you feel led to learn more about us, we 
would be honored to share further. And 
no matter what path unfolds, we sincerely 
hope you feel surrounded by compassion, 
understanding, and peace.

–Katelyn, Stephen, & Simon

Our Gratitude

“The way I see it, every life is a pile of good things 
and bad things. The good things don’t always 
soften the bad things, but vice versa, the bad 
things don’t always spoil the good things and 
make them unimportant.”

–The 11th Doctor, Doctor Who


