
Greetings from our family.

We are Anthony, Shirley, and Alina from Northern 
New Jersey. Thank you for taking the time to 
get to know us through our adoption profile. We 
truly admire your exploration of adoption as one 
of your options. We believe it is admirable and 
courageous, and we understand that whatever 
you choose will be deeply personal.

Our journey as a couple, and as a family, began 
years ago when we met and started building 
a loving and stable home. We’re so grateful 
to now be moving forward toward adoption. 
Over the past few years, we have focused on 
strengthening our partnership and believe our 
home will be a fun and healthy environment to 
welcome a child.

We love to laugh and enjoy good times, while also 
recognizing the importance of living with integrity 
and being positive role models. Much of the joy 
in our home comes from the pets we have come 
to love. Our two small dogs are very friendly and 
enjoy socializing with people. We also have two 
beautiful cats who have their own living space. 
We are fortunate to have wonderful neighbors in 
our community and enjoy occasional evenings at 
home with music, games, and crafts.

Though we haven’t met, we feel grateful to be 
entrusted with the opportunity to adopt a child. 
As you continue getting to know us through our 
photos and text, please know we would be glad 
to answer any questions.

–Shirley, Anthony, & Alina

Anthony, Shirley, & Alina



About Us
Our home. Our heart. Our story.

Our story began in 2021 when we met for the first time, and 
we have been inseparable ever since. We quickly discovered 
that we share a love for animals, family, the outdoors, similar 
music, and so much more. Most importantly, we share a 
strong faith in God that helps us navigate life’s challenges 
together and serves as the foundation of our marriage.

We both come from Christian homes and were raised 
in a local church, where weekly participation became a 
meaningful part of our upbringing. Today, we continue this 
tradition by attending our local church each week, where we 
connect with others, pray, worship, and listen to a sermon. 
There is also a children’s program on Sundays that can be an 
important part of a child’s growth and development.

We continue to spend time enjoying nature and love hosting 
small get-togethers with our friends and family. We feel 
fortunate to have such wonderful people in our lives and 
truly cherish the laughter and memories we create together.

Our young daughter, Alina, is very creative and would be a 
positive role model for the child we hope to adopt. She has 
always been caring and has shown a natural desire to help 
others from a young age.

Adoption Support
We are grateful to be an aunt and uncle to Olivia, who joined 
Anthony’s brother’s family at the age of one through an 
international adoption from South Korea. It was a meaningful 
experience to support our family throughout that process.

Today, Olivia is 14 years old, and we have been able 
to witness firsthand how beautifully her story has 
unfolded. The relationships within her immediate family 
are strong, loving, and closely connected. We all feel 
grateful to be part of her life.

Olivia has a full and happy life with her parents and 
siblings. We’ve seen how much care and intention has 
gone into supporting her interests, including reading, 
playing hockey, and participating in other activities 
she enjoys. This experience has given us a deeper 
appreciation for how meaningful and fulfilling adoption  
can be for everyone involved.



AT A GLANCE

10 Things to Know About Us

We reside in Montville, New Jersey, a 
beautiful suburban town with a caring 
community. As a Christian married 
couple, our faith is very important to 
us, and we have developed meaningful 
relationships through our local church. 
We believe a supportive and healthy 
community plays an important role in a 
child’s growth and development.

We often visit our extended family in 
New York City, Michigan, and Bergen 
County, New Jersey, and would love 
for them to share their love and support 
with the child we hope to adopt.

We love to travel, both internationally 
and within the United States. We look 
forward to future family vacations, 
comedy shows, concerts, recreational 
activities, and trying a variety of 
foods together.

We have built a loving home in 
Northern New Jersey and stay involved 
through volunteering and serving our 
community. We hope to welcome 
a child into an environment that 
encourages growth and well-being.

We met online, dated in Bergen 
County, and were married 
in front of the fireplace in 
our home in Morris County, 
with friends and family 
joining virtually during 
the pandemic lockdown.

We lead an active lifestyle and enjoy 
spending time outdoors, whether 
playing frisbee, badminton, or 
volleyball. While screen time can be 
fun, we value time spent on hiking 
trails and at local parks.

We enjoy having campfires in our 
backyard and spending time looking 
up at the stars. It has been a dream 
of ours to provide a nurturing and 
supportive upbringing for a child.

We love traditions. Each fall, we 
visit local apple orchards and farms. 
At home, Anthony is known for his 
gourmet popcorn, and Shirley enjoys 
cooking a variety of dishes, including 
her well-loved beef brisket.

We enjoy animals and visiting farms. 
We find it calming and love learning 
about different horse breeds and 
spending time with these gentle 
giants.

Our location offers close proximity to 
both the New Jersey shore and the 
scenic mountains of New York, giving 
us the opportunity to enjoy a wide 
variety of family outings.



Get to Know Anthony
Musical and Comical

As written by Shirley

“My husband is a creative soul who is always 
making others laugh. The pets in our home are 
drawn to his gentle nature, and we often call 
him the animal whisperer. He has a strong work 
ethic and has done a great job providing for our 
home. His love for family is evident in the way 
he supports his parents and helps care for their 
needs.

Some of his unique talents include playing the 
guitar and piano. When something in our home 
needs repair or attention, he is always quick 
to take care of it. I’m thankful for his calm and 
patient demeanor, which has remained steady 
since I’ve known him.

He is a devoted father to his 12-year-old 
daughter, Alina. He is a very proud dad and 
loves doing special things with her, such as 
taking her to concerts or making fun crafts. He 
is attentive and makes sure Alina’s needs are 
met and that she feels cared for in both word 
and action.



Get to Know Shirley
A Truly Caring Individual

As written by Anthony

“Shirley has what seems like boundless energy. 
Whenever friends and family are around, she 
is always offering food or refreshments. I’ve 
noticed that she feels energized when helping 
others and consistently goes above and beyond 
— one example being the time and care she 
puts into preparing meals, like slowly cooking a 
brisket for hours.

She shows great patience in caring for her loved 
ones. Shirley has spent many years working in 
healthcare, and it is clear how deeply she cares 
for others through her dedication and strong 
work ethic. She is truly a people person, and our 
loved ones can always find a genuine smile on 
her face when greeting family and friends.

Shirley is thoughtful and has been a caring and 
supportive presence in Alina’s life, making sure 
she has what she needs and feels nurtured and 
supported each day.”



Get to Know Alina
Creative and Comical
Alina, age 12, is a wonderful child who cares 
deeply about others. She is very creative and 
loves to make people laugh. Alina has many 
talents and is outgoing and social. When she 
is around younger children, she is caring, 
attentive, and naturally drawn to helping them. 
We know she will be a positive role model for 
the child we hope to adopt.

Alina is excited about the opportunity to grow our 
family through adoption and become a big sister. 
She spends time in both of her homes, and we 
maintain open and consistent communication 
with her mom to support her well-being. This 
experience has helped shape her into a kind, 
responsible, and genuine individual.

In her free time, she enjoys arts and crafts 
and has shown a natural ability for drawing 
and creating art from a young age. She is also 
involved in choir at school and participates each 
year in soccer and softball.



Our Lake 
Community 
Home
We live in a beautiful mountaintop 
lakeside community. Our four-
bedroom, three-bathroom home 
sits on three acres and includes a 
game room with a pool table and 
exercise equipment. Our home is 
warm and welcoming — with two 
fireplaces — and filled with home-
cooked meals by Shirley, music 
while Anthony plays the piano, 
time spent together as a family 
with Alina, and the company of 
our five furry pets.

Our backyard is designed for 
gathering and fun, with a BBQ 
area and lawn games such as 
giant Connect Four, sand toss, 
and badminton, along with plenty 
of space to run and play. On warm 
days, we enjoy swimming in our 
pool, surrounded by peaceful 
forest trees.

Our neighbors are friendly, and 
many have dogs. The school 
district is highly regarded, 
and the area offers access to 
restaurants, movie theaters, 
libraries, museums, and public 
golf courses. The town is 
known for its low crime rate and 
clean air. During the winter, the 
neighborhood comes alive with 
festive decorations, including fun 
and colorful inflatables.



Our Family
We both have extended family 
nearby, and we each have 
one sibling. It’s especially 
meaningful to have younger 
cousins in the area, ages one 
and three, who are fun, social, 
and always enjoy playdates. 
Some of our extended family 
lives in Michigan and visits 
a few times a year to enjoy 
everything the Tri-State area 
has to offer. Our parents are 
also local and are an important 
part of our lives. They are 
supportive and present, and 
have often provided loving 
and fun childcare. If we had 
to describe our family in a 
few words, they are outgoing, 
social, and always enjoy 
sharing a good laugh.

Our Friends
We’re grateful to have such 
wonderful friends who have 
been a meaningful part of our 
lives. They have been present 
through the years and have 
shared in special moments, 
including bringing thoughtful 
gifts for Alina during her early 
years. When we spend time 
together, it’s often centered 
around sharing a meal or 
dessert while catching up 
and enjoying each other’s 
company. They truly enrich 
our lives and offer steady 
encouragement. Our friends 
are thoughtful, genuine people 
who live with integrity and care 
deeply for others.



Anthony’s Fun Facts

Alina’s Fun Facts

Hobbies: Art, Love of Horses, 
Taking Care of Animals, Soccer

Occupation: Student, Aspiring Horse Farmer

Places: Lake and Beach Activities, 
Animal Farms (Horses)

Music: Lauren Daigle, Zach Williams

Foods: Steak, Garlic, Olives, Shrimp

Shirley’s Fun Facts

Hobbies: Taking Care Of Animals, 
Playing Piano and Guitar, Swimming, Kayaking

Occupation: Business Developer

Places: Nature Walks with Beautiful Lake Views

Music: All Styles, Christian Contemporary, Steven 
Curtis Chapman, David Phelps, Natalie Grant

Foods: Steak, Salmon

Hobbies: Cooking, Reading, Playing with Pets

Occupation: Pharmacist

Places: Home (Surrounded by Family), 
Outdoors (Surrounded by Nature)

Music: All Music (Other Than Heavy Metal)

Foods: Pizza, Noodles, Bread



Call: 1-800-982-3678      Text: 1-518-350-4581

www.friendsinadoption.org/anthony-shirley

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS FAMILY
This is a preview of our adoption profile. Visit our complete online 
profile to find many of our pictures and learn more about us.

Scan the QR 
code on your 

smartphone 
or tablet to 
access this 

online profile.

Contact Anthony & Shirley

We want to thank you — not only for your 
consideration, but for the strength, courage, 
and love behind it. Exploring adoption 
as one of your options is not easy, and it 
speaks to the kind of person you are.

We admire you for exploring this path as one 
of your options, and we hope you are doing 
well. Our door is always open if you have 
any questions or would like to get to know 
us better.

Regardless of what you ultimately choose, 
please know that your trust in this process 
means more than we can fully express. It is 
something we hold with deep respect and 
gratitude. Everything you’ve gone through 
to get here matters, and it does not go 
unnoticed. Although we have not met you, 
we have often thought of you and prayed for 
you as you explore your options. From our 
hearts, thank you for considering our home 
for a child. God bless.

–Anthony, Shirley, & Alina

Expressing 
Our Gratitude


