McKenzie & Maggie

Hello from beautiful Adirondack Park, New York!

Thank you for taking the time to learn more
about us. We understand that you may

be facing a deeply personal and complex
decision, and we hope you are met with love,
compassion, and understanding wherever your
journey leads.

We have been together for six years and are
excited to grow our family through adoption.
Together, we have worked to build the kind of
relationship, home, and community in which
we would feel proud to raise a child. Our little
home in the mountains is filled with love,
books, pets, laughter, and themed decorations
for just about every holiday.

We hope our adoption profile gives you a
meaningful glimpse into who we are and the
life we share. We dream of raising a child
surrounded by nature and enveloped in love,
while encouraging them to become confident,
kind, curious, and capable.

We would be happy to speak with you and
answer any questions you may have. Should
you choose to make an adoption plan and feel
that we could be part of it, please know that
we are prepared to approach this journey with
empathy, honesty, transparency, and kindness.

-McKenzie & Maggie



Our Story

We met at church after McKenzie's parents
introduced us. Maggie had been a member of
the church for some time, but our paths did not
cross until McKenzie moved back to Virginia
after college. We went on to co-lead a youth
Bible study and spend a couple of years together
on the same trivia team. We now joke that
McKenzie's pickup line was “do you want to lead
the youth Bible study with me?”

One day, we went out to lunch — and ten hours
later, we were still talking and laughing. We became
inseparable as friends, completely unaware that
we were falling in love. Once we finally realized it,
spending our lives together simply felt obvious.

We were married in October 2023 and celebrated
surrounded by family and friends, dancing and
eating tacos late into the night. To this day, we
are still, first and foremost, best friends.

McKenzie's parents served in the Air Force, so
she grew up living in different places around the
world. Maggie grew up in Mexico and Southern
California. Considering the many places our lives
have taken us, we are still amazed that our paths
crossed and we found each other.

We love exploring small towns, discovering off-
the-beaten-path attractions, and wandering
through dusty antique stores. We also share a
deep curiosity about the world.

As much as we enjoy exploring, our favorite place
to be is at home. In 2025, we moved to a small
town in the Adirondacks, and it quickly felt like
home. We have both become involved in the
community and enjoy attending local events and
getting to know the people around us.

Family and traditions are deeply important to us. We
cherish being surrounded by family and grounded in
the meaningful connections that traditions create.

Our faith is also an important part of our lives.

It gives us a framework for loving ourselves

and others, respecting nature, and serving our
neighbors and the wider world. We hope to parent
with the same kindness, inclusion, compassion,
and joy that our faith has encouraged in us.



AT A GLANCE

10 Things to Kn

We've fostered nearly 30 dogs and
cats together! From a litter of pit bull
puppies to a 14-year-old dachshund,
we've had some wonderful rescues
come through our home.

We love antiques, but not the fancy

. kind. We especially look for everyday
objects that hold a story: a box of
pictures, engraved glasses, a well-
loved kitchen utensil.

For logistical reasons, we had to get
legally married on a different day than

our wedding. On our way to a nice
restaurant, we decided on Taco Bell
instead. Amazingly, the sauce packets
we grabbed said “Marry Me!,” “Yes to
Forever!,” and “l Do!,” so we kept the
packets and have them displayed in
our living room.

Maggie grew up in Mexico and
Southern California and is fluent in
Spanish. McKenzie is learning Spanish
and is really enjoying singing mariachi
music in the shower.

For our honeymoon, we crossed off
the top place on Maggie’s bucket list:
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. We learned
a lot, ate delicious food, and had so
much fun! Our dog didn’t love the
4-hour countryside bus tour, though.
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Our most prized possession is a
treadle sewing machine from 1925. It
belonged to McKenzie's great-great-
grandmother. Her great-grandma and
grandma learned to sew on it. Maggie
helped McKenzie restore it to working
order, and it still gets used today!

McKenzie and Maggie each lived in
the small Portuguese archipelago of
the Azores, but at very different times.
McKenzie lived there as a child, while
Maggie lived there after college.

Thanks to Taylor Swift, we
discovered football — specifically, the
Philadelphia Eagles — and it has given
us a whole new source of fun and
connection.

Every Christmas Eve, we host a
themed dinner at our house for our
family, and it's a blast! Some of our
themes so far: Mexican Christmas,
Slumber Party Christmas, and Betty
Crocker (1950) Christmas.

We love weird roadside attractions
and will plan weekend vacation trips
around seeing them. Our favorites
have been Dinosaur Kingdom I, the
parade float museum, and Gatorland.



About McKenzie

As written by Maggie

McKenzie is my best friend and my role model for
empathy, kindness, and emotional intelligence.

Sometimes, when | see her show infinite patience
in difficult situations, nurture our pets when

they don't feel well, or throw her head back in
laughter, | am almost overcome with awe and
emotion at the fact that this is the person | get

to parent with. | am so grateful that her pure-
hearted joy and empathy will be the example the
child we hope to adopt grows up with.

Because her parents were in the Air Force,
McKenzie had to move a lot, but she welcomed
all that change with flexibility and positivity.

| admire the way she is able to assume the
best intentions in others and celebrate their
happiness. Her family still tells the story of
toddler McKenzie watching all the adults in

her family laughing at the table. Then, with a
beaming smile, she declared, “This is how it
should always be! Joy and laughter!” That is still
who she is — emotionally aware, positive, and
eager to celebrate others.

She is talented at sewing and embroidering,
and — though she won’t admit it — she’s very
artistic. Her degree is in radio and television
studies, but she has found her passion in adult
education and training. She is clever, smart, and
equally informed about world events and pop
culture. And she is so very funny! It's impossible
not to smile when I'm around McKenzie!

My favorite thing about McKenzie is watching
her through the window while she checks on
her vegetable garden in her pajamas at sunrise.
My heart leaps when | watch her gently

turn over every leaf to check for pests, take
pictures of the bees pollinating the garden, and
excitedly run back into the house to show me
her latest tiny tomato.

Being with McKenzie has been good for my
soul. | know McKenzie will feel so fortunate and
grateful to become a mom through adoption,
and the child we hope to adopt will be loved
well by her.
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About Maggie

As written by McKenzie

Meeting Maggie changed my life. Her
generosity, thoughtfulness, and authenticity
changed my perspective on what it means

to live a happy life. Not to mention, she’s the
funniest person I've ever met! She has a way

of bringing joy to everything she does. As I'm
writing this, Maggie is in the kitchen cooking

a traditional Mexican meal, watching “Modern
Family” for the millionth time, and pausing every
few minutes to play with our dog.

If | were to write a book about her, the title
would be Interesting & Interested. The way she
crafts a tale about even the most mundane
experiences keeps me on the edge of my seat
— but, trust me, her life has been anything but
mundane. She has a knack for drawing people in
and creating a safe space for them to open up.

One of the biggest life lessons Maggie has
taught me is that people may not remember
what someone wore or a pimple on their nose,
but they will remember how that person made
them feel. She is genuinely interested in others,
and she brings this talent to her work.

As a geriatric care manager, Maggie has
worked on some difficult cases advocating for
vulnerable seniors. She gets emotional when
she describes the importance of preserving
their dignity, especially as their independence
decreases. She can get even most resistant
client to warm up to her and receive the help
they need.

Maggie is a problem solver. She even has a
notebook just for invention ideas! She uses her
creativity to add whimsy and fun to everyday
things, and she’s not shy about being a bit
extra. She will always put in the effort to make
someone feel special or to create cherished
memories.

No matter what, Maggie is always purely
herself. | know she’ll teach the child we hope to
adopt to be themselves, embrace what makes
them unique, treat others with compassion, and
put their whole heart into everything they do.



Our Home

Our Little Home in Our Little Town

In 2025, we left the Virginia
suburbs of Washington, D.C.,

and moved to the Adirondacks

in upstate New York. We wanted
to be closer to McKenzie’s
grandparents and grow our family
in a small, tight-knit community
that would give the child we

hope to adopt the experience of
knowing their neighbors and being
known by them.

Our home, next door to McKenzie's
grandparents, is on a quiet road

on the banks of the Hudson River,
with a large yard filled with wild
thyme and surrounded by forest as
far as the eye can see. McKenzie’'s
family has lived on this street for
generations. In fact, most of the
houses on our street are occupied
by relatives! Our bird feeders
welcome dozens of birds each day,
and we are endlessly delighted by
the wildlife that stops by.

We live just outside of town,

and though we have only lived
here since 2025, we already feel
at home. We jumped right into
getting involved in committees,
associations, groups, volunteer
opportunities, and art classes.
While our town is small, it is full of
welcoming, kind, talented people
who are committed to volunteering
and community life.
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Our Family
& Traditions

Family and Traditions Are Central
to Our Lives. We grew up in very
different but equally loving and
nurturing families. Maggie’s family is
large and rowdy, while McKenzie's
family is smaller and steady. So, we
bring a nice blend of dynamics to
our relationship!

Maggie’s mom moved to Mexico
after retirement, but we enjoy regular
FaceTime calls with her and often call
her for recipe advice. She is fun, full
of life, and so very wise! McKenzie's
parents are a constant source of
support, love, and guidance. We used
to live very close to them and spent

a lot of time together. Now, we enjoy
weekly FaceTime calls and regular
visits. McKenzie's sister lives in
Seattle with her husband, but we get
to see them multiple times a year and
enjoy spending holidays together.

Because we are from two different
cultures, we try to be intentional
about honoring both cuisines,
traditions, languages, and family
histories. This has deepened our
appreciation of one another and
expanded the ways we understand
the world. In addition to traditional
American holidays, we honor Dia
de los Muertos and celebrate a
bonus Christmas in our home on
Christmas Eve, as is traditional in
Hispanic homes.

We both really value relationships
with people of all ages. Maggie works
and volunteers with seniors, and
some of the most important people

in our lives are Grandma Helene

and Grandpa Tommy, who are also
our next-door neighbors. We have
breakfast with them at the same
diner every Sunday morning and
spend most afternoons with them.







McKenzie's Fun Facts

qp

Occupation: Organizational Learning Trainer

QD)
T3 Hobbies: Sewing; Embroidery; Gardening; Thrifting

D(;)lj Places: The Garden; Philadelphia;
The Adirondack Park

o)
lljoq Foods: Gummy Candy; Sushi; Anything Tamarindo

ﬂ Music: Taylor Swift; Pop; 90s Music

Maggie’s Fun Facts

Occupation: Geriatric Care Manager

Hobbies: Gardening; Woodworking;
Cooking; Birdwatching

Places: Our Front Porch; Philadelphia;
Southern California

Foods: Tacos; Brussels Sprouts;
Chocolate Chip Cookies; Coffee

Music: Taylor Swift; Rod Stewart;
80s Music; Mexican Music




Our Gratitude

We are so grateful that you have taken the
time to look through our adoption profile and
learn about us. We hope this information

has given you a sense of our values,
personalities, lifestyle, and family.

If something about who we are resonates
with you, we would be honored to connect
with you and happy to answer any
questions. What matters to us is not making
the “right impression,” but being transparent
so you can make an informed decision
about what you want. We know you may be
facing a lot of uncertainty right now, and
none of us can predict the future, but we
can promise that we will parent with love,
emotional openness, fun, and unconditional
support as the child we hope to adopt grows
into the person they are meant to be.

Thank you for considering adoption as one
of your options and for considering us. No
matter what you decide, our hope is that
you will be surrounded by the love, support,
and understanding you deserve.

-McKenzie & Maggie

Contact Maggie & McKenzie

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS FAMILY

This is a preview of our adoption profile. Visit our complete online smartphone
profile to find many of our pictures and learn more about us. or tablet to

www.friendsinadoption.org/maggie-mckenzie

Scan the QR
code on your

access this
online profile.

@FriendsinAdoption Call: 1-800-982-3678 Text: 1-518-350-4581



